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Your Excellency, former President Chissano, Africa Union Special Envoy for Western Sahara,
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Your Excellencies, 
Distungished delegates, 

On Monday, when opening the 34th Human Rights Council Session, 
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multiplication of conflicts and their interconnectedness with the threat of global terrorism and violent extremism, 
human rights abuses, and massive inequalities within and between States 
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Fifty years after the UNGA asked for a referendum in Western Sahara allowing the people originating from the 
territory to exercise its right to self-determination and to independence
MINURSO, the people of Western Sahara have yet to acco

Human Rights violations in occupied Western Sahara are systemat
representatives of fourteen countries (
Nicaragua, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Venezuela and Zimbabwe
group in Geneva with the aim to consolidate support for the people of Western Sahara in the spheres of 
Rights and humanitarian issues. This
Association of Jurists (AAJ) and the Representativ

Membership of the Group will be extended to other countries that share our commitment to the 
Sahrawi people and the imperative of respect for their right to self
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Your Excellency, former President Chissano, Africa Union Special Envoy for Western Sahara,
Minister for Europe of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic

In my capacity as coordinator of the Geneva Support Group for Western Sahara, I would like to welcome you 
ent which focuses on the human rights situation in Western Sahara. It is my
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Human Rights Council Session, H.E. António Guterres 
emphasized, that the challenges of today’s increasingly dangerous, unpredictable and chaotic world 
multiplication of conflicts and their interconnectedness with the threat of global terrorism and violent extremism, 

buses, and massive inequalities within and between States – could only be tackled if 

What has the international community done for Western Sahara to prevent an escalation of the simmering 

UNGA asked for a referendum in Western Sahara allowing the people originating from the 
determination and to independence, and 25 years after the establishment of 

MINURSO, the people of Western Sahara have yet to accomplish its process of self-determination

Human Rights violations in occupied Western Sahara are systematic and widespread. For this reason
representatives of fourteen countries (Algeria, Angola, Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Nicaragua, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Timor Leste, Venezuela and Zimbabwe), established a 

to consolidate support for the people of Western Sahara in the spheres of 
. This Geneva Support Group for Western Sahara was joined by the 

Association of Jurists (AAJ) and the Representative of Polisario Front in Geneva. 

Membership of the Group will be extended to other countries that share our commitment to the 
Sahrawi people and the imperative of respect for their right to self-determination. 

-MÖLLER 

NAMIBIA 

Your Excellency, former President Chissano, Africa Union Special Envoy for Western Sahara, 
of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, 

I would like to welcome you all 
my privilege and honour to 

resident Chissano, who is attending this side event in his 
vast experience and insight 
Minister for Europe of the 

I would also like to express my 
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António Guterres UN Secretary General 
emphasized, that the challenges of today’s increasingly dangerous, unpredictable and chaotic world – the 
multiplication of conflicts and their interconnectedness with the threat of global terrorism and violent extremism, 
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This side event is our first public event and I am pleased that we can introduce such a distinguished panel to you. 

Before handing over to the moderator, allow me in my capacity as Permanent Representative of Namibia to 
reiterate, that Namibia will remain steadfast in our support for the implementation of the various resolutions, to 
resolve the plight of the people of Western Sahara as a matter of urgency, as human rights, fundamental freedoms, 
democracy and self-determination are not divisible; hence the need for the world – through the United Nations – 
to allow the people of Western Sahara to enjoy their inalienable right to self-determination. 

I thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

H.E. Marciano da Silva 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Timor-Leste 

 

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great honor to be here today among the panelists, representing my country Timor-Leste to talk 
about Western Sahara. I acknowledge the presence of Mr. President Joaquim Chissano of 
Mozambique. 

I am glad to have joined the Geneva Support Group for Western Sahara established a few months ago. 
Before I came to Geneva as an Ambassador my superiors reminded the need to raise the issue on 
Western Sahara in meetings and conferences. Now, I am honored to have worked with the Geneva 
Support Group to assist the Western Sahara in the struggle for its freedom and self-determination. 

Excellencies, 

Dear colleagues, 

I would like to start by quoting a phrase from Albert Einstein, “no problem can be solved from the level 
of the consciousness that created it”. With this phase in mind, I would like to appeal to all participants 
of this meeting that for the cause of Western Sahara, we need to go out of the level of the frequency, 
the level of thought of the Moroccans. That means that we cannot only listen to Morocco who has 
been telling us that there is no problem in Western Sahara, that Western Sahara cannot stand alone as 
an independent country, that Western Sahara cannot be independent alone as a country economically 
and that Western Sahara is part of Morocco.  This is not true. 

I now would like to tell you the political position of my government and the state, the reasons we 
support the cause of Western Sahara. Among other reasons, one reason is that the cause of Western 
Sahara is similar to Timor-Leste’s cause and we share similar experiences. 

The conflict of Western Sahara is an issue discussed within the Timor-Leste President’s Office, the 
Government and the National Parliament. We have politically supported the Western Sahara in its 
struggle for self-determination. My country has also assisted the Saharawi people by providing them 
some financial support and granting them diplomatic passports. 
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When Timor-Leste was struggling for its self-determination, Mozambique, Angola and other CPLP 
countries helped us by providing space in their office or desks at the UN to talk about the problem of 
Timor-Leste. Today, we are an independent country. Now, we reciprocate this gesture by helping 
Western Sahara. Western Sahara has its Embassy/Office in Dili and Timor-Leste supports it financially. 
My country will continue to help Western Sahara the way it possibly can. 

Timor-Leste is an open society with a very strong Civil Society. They support and advocate for the 
solution of the conflict of Western Sahara. We, in Timor-Leste have organized workshops and seminars 
on the cause of Western Sahara in order to help the Saharawi achieve their dream to be an 
independent country. 

My country has been advocating for an acceptable solution to the conflict and supporting the Western 
Sahara to get their freedom. Speaking from our own experience, I would like to appeal in this meeting 
that change is possible. I would also like to say that 40 year ago, I was a young boy fighting in the 
mountain of Timor-Leste. Came down to town, went back to school and continued to fight for our 
freedom.  When Timor-Leste was fighting for its independence, we lost almost everything, but one 
thing we never lost, the hope to be free. Yes, today, Timor-Leste is free, and again, speaking with my 
mind and heart and from my own experience, I can tell you that change in Western Sahara is possible. 
In order to be able to attract attention of many countries, we need to make noise and our voices 
heard. I had the opportunity to meet with the representative of Western Sahara in Geneva and I 
suggested that Western Sahara needed to make its voice loud and heart. We need to make noise, only 
this way people will find out what happen! On the contrary, if the Western Sahara is silent, well, 
people would think everything is fine. 

Timor-Leste as a country who now becomes free with the assistance of international community, I 
would like to appeal to the international community to double its efforts in order find an acceptable 
solution to the cause of Western Sahara. The UN cannot just establish its office in Western Sahara and 
that is it. We need to look at the conflict in Western Sahara with a new perspective and find an 
acceptable solution. By so doing, it will reduce the suffering of the Saharawi. 

I would just like to conclude my remarks by saying, we need to change our perceptions and look at the 
conflict with a new perspective.   

Lastly, we all have homework to do. We need to work to convince many more supporters to help 
Western Sahara; I believe that many more countries would join the Geneva Support Group. 

Thank you. 
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Dear Excellencies, 
Dear colleagues, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 

I thank Ambassador BÖHLKE-MÖLLER for inviting me to be part of this panel. 
address you today, on behalf of President Comandante Daniel Ortega and Vice
Rosario Murillo. 

Let me reiterate the solidarity and support of th
struggle of the Saharawi people. Your 

As many of you might know, the 
Sandinista Front since before the triumph of the Sandinis
Solidarity between both struggles date 
Somoza Dictatorship, one of the first acts of th
recognize the status of the Polisario Front 
Nowadays, a Sahrawi Embassy seats in Managua, our capital, since 201

On the multilateral fora, since many years, 
determination of the Sahrawi people. Both at the UN General Assembly and as 
member of the Special Committee on Decolonization

Last year, the Special Committee held its 2016 Pacific Regional Seminar in Mana
Nicaragua, with a view to accelerating action in the implementation of the third International 
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism (2011

Now here in Geneva, we have joined, as a core member, the 
Western Sahara. We have committed to it, in accordance to the principles laid down in the 
UN Charter and the fundamental
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Article 3 of our Political Constitution, establishes that we oppose all forms of domination and 
colonial and imperialist exploitation and stand in solidarity with all the peoples struggling 
against oppression and domination. Moreover, Article 5 also establishes as principles: the 
respect to the self-determination of the peoples and the rejection of any subordination of one 
State over another. 

The Sahrawi people have the fundamental right to determine their own future, as recognized 
by multiple UN resolutions. Self-determination is the cornerstone on which relies the full 
enjoyment of all their human rights. Up until now, they have been denied of exercising their 
inalienable right to self-determination which has hindered the full and complete 
decolonization process in that country. 

The will of the Sahrawi people must be reflected in  a process in conformity with relevant UNSC 
resolutions which requested the UN Secretary-General to ensure the organization and 
supervision of a referendum for self-determination by the United Nations in cooperation with 
the Organization of African Unity (the precursor of the current African Union), and those which 
created and have renewed the mandate of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINURSO).  

Let’s not forget that the idea of a referendum had been a compromise, precisely negotiated 
and agreed to, in the Settlement Plan of 1988, by the two parties to the conflict. Urgent action 
is needed to set a date for the mandated referendum to effectively ensure that the people of 
Western Sahara are not prevented to enjoy the full scope of human rights.  

Therefore, until the referendum is held and the decolonization process is completed, the UN 
system, including the Human Rights Council, the Secretary General, MINURSO, and particularly 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, ought to monitor closely the human rights situation in 
Western Sahara and the exploitation of its natural resources.  

We will request and advocate for the OHCHR to report on this monitoring and to assist the 
Sahrawi National Human Rights Institution on to fulfilling its mandate of overseeing and 
promoting the human rights of the Sahrawi people. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The Question of Western Sahara is not only an African affair. It transcends to all regions of the 
world because it is a question of justice. 

Because of the rightfulness of their struggle, because we have been historically supportive, 
because we are brothers in history, and because the Polisario Front has always been in 
solidarity with us, Nicaragua remains in solidarity with them Saharawi people. 

Rest assured that we will continue working with you, at the General Assembly and within the 
Special Committee and the Geneva Support Group, until the Sahrawi people can freely 
exercise its sovereign right to self-determination and the full enjoyment of their human rights. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 
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Chairperson of the Support Group for Western Sahara, 
Distinguished Members of the Support Group, 
Distinguished Heads of Delegations, 
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to make this presentation on the Human Rights and Humanitarian situation 
in Western Sahara. It’s really regrettable that we are talking about the protection of human rights of 
people that for many years have been denied their inalienable fundamental right to self-
determination. But, before I start talking, specifically about the human rights and humanitarian 
situation in Western Sahara allow me to use few minutes to talk about the peace process of Western 
Sahara. 

As you are aware, efforts towards the search for a solution to the problem had been ongoing, in some 
form or another, ever since the UN, in mid-1970s, had called on Spain, as the Administering Power to 
organize a referendum of self-determination for the people of Western Sahara. The challenge brought 
forth at the time by the Moroccan claim subsequently led to the occupation of the Territory by the 
latter, in spite of the Advisory Opinion rendered by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on 16 
October 1975, affirming that it had not found legal ties of such a nature between Western Sahara and 
the concerned neighboring countries that might affect the application of resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960 and, in particular, of the principle of self-determination through a free and genuine 
expression of the will of the people of the Territory. This ushered in a 16-year long armed struggle 
against Moroccan occupation of the Territory by the armed forces of the POLISARIO Front. 

In August 1988, the Parties accepted the Settlement Proposals presented to them by the UN and the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), on the basis of the Peace Plan adopted by the 19th Ordinary 
Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 6 to 12 
June 1983. The objective was to enable the people of Western Sahara to exercise their inalienable right 
to self-determination and independence. On 29 April 1991, the UN Security Council, in resolution 690 
(1991), established the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara,(MINURSO) to organize and 
conduct the referendum, in close cooperation with the OAU. While the ceasefire component of the 
Proposals agreed to by the two sides still holds, no progress has been made to date regarding the 
organization of the envisaged self-determination referendum, as well as there has been no progress 
whatsoever in the peace process. 

The question of the unfinished task of the decolonization of Western Sahara and the current stalemate 
has been of utmost concern to the AU, which has remained engaged in the diplomatic and political 
efforts at the international level, in order to secure its peaceful resolution, in full compliance with the 
principles enshrined in the AU instruments and the UN Charter.  

Over the last four decades, the OAU/AU has made numerous calls to the international community and 
initiated efforts to resolve the Sahrawi crisis. This has included my appointment in June 2014 as the 
Special Envoy for Western Sahara to consult with the permanent members of the UN Security Council 
and Spain, as well as with the UN Secretariat, on how best the AU can support international efforts to 
find a solution to the conflict in Western Sahara – and also calling for renewed international 
engagement towards the resolution of the conflict. 

The AU’s efforts are within its mandate as Guarantor of the Peace Plan endorsed in resolution of 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government (AHG/Res.104 (XIX)) of the 19th Ordinary Session of the 
OAU Assembly, held in Addis Ababa from 6 to 12 June 1983, which essentially served as the basis of 
the August 1988 Settlement Proposals that set into motion the peace process for Western Sahara and 
as also endorsed by the UN Security Council in April 1991. 
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I should further recall you that, since the expulsion of an 84 civilian component of MINURSO from 
Western Sahara, including the AU Delegation, only 25 officials were able to return in the context of the 
implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 2285 on the return of MINURSO to the field. As of 
now, the Observer Delegation of the AU, led by Ambassador Yilma Tadesse has still not been allowed 
by Morocco to return to Laayoune and resume its collaboration with MINURSO, despite the decision of  
the UN Security Council, in its resolution 2285(2016), calling for the return to full functionality of 
MINURSO. In fact, I cannot avoid to mention that, within the UN Security Council, deep divisions 
remain on how to resolve this situation relative to the expiry of the 90 days deadline established by UN 
Security Council resolution 2285 for the return to full functionality of MINURSO. 

To the worsening of the situation, Morocco has been behind the flare up in August 2016, of tension in 
Al-Guarguarat, the narrow buffer strip in south-west Western Sahara, when Moroccan forces crossed 
the berm, in contravention of the 1991 Ceasefire Agreement. This action of Morocco prompted the 
deployment of military forces by the POLISARIO Front, to the area. Morocco action was widely 
condemned by the AU and the wide international community but the UN Security Council failed to 
address this matter as it should be. Particularly, the AU urged both parties to fully respect the Military 
Agreement Number 1 and to immediately end any violation to the 1991 ceasefire agreement as well as 
to work in good faith and without preconditions, to create the necessary environment for resumption 
of talks and early holding of the referendum for self-determination of the Saharawi People consistent 
with the purposes and principles of the UN Charter and the resolutions and decisions of UN and AU. 

One should note that, Morocco’s application for membership to the AU was accepted as the 55th 
member State by the 28th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the Union, held in Addis Ababa from 30 
to 31 January 2017, the latter having already duly ratified the Constitutive Act of the AU.  In that 
respect, the AU expresses the hope that Morocco’s membership of the Union will facilitate the speedy 
resolution of the dispute over Western Sahara, in a manner consistent with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the UN and the decisions of the OAU/AU on the issue. The accession of 
Morocco to the membership of the AU will further give the organization better opportunity to engage 
the parties for a speedy resolution of the conflict. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Over the past few years, the question of the protection of human rights of the Sahrawi population in 
the Territory has been of concern. The continued violation of human rights in the occupied Territory 
has been frequent reported and denounced by a number of stakeholders, both from within and 
outside the UN system. Authorities restricted rights to freedom of expression, association and 
assembly, prosecuting journalists and forcibly dispersing protests as well as tightened restrictions on 
human rights groups, both domestic and international.  

Many in Morocco serve long prison terms after unfair trials for politically motivated offenses. 
Authorities often tolerated protest demonstrations, but in Western Sahara systematically prevented 
gatherings supporting self-determination for the territory. Saharawis who express pro-independence 
views, who work on human rights activities, or who defend the territory’s natural resources against 
plunder continue to face a particular pattern of harassment, political imprisonment and judicial abuse. 
They are arrested, often violently and without explanation as to the reason for their arrest, held 
incommunicable in secret detention centres or police stations. At the same time, the Saharawi 
population is experiencing repression of their culture as well as discrimination in the education and 
employment fields. 

  



 

-  3  - 

 

In his 19 April 2016 report on the situation concerning MINURSO, the UN Secretary-General urged for 
further international engagement and, given ongoing reports of human rights violations, stressed that 
the need for independent, impartial, comprehensive and sustained monitoring of the human rights 
situation in both Western Sahara and the camps has become ever more pressing. While UN Security 
Council resolution 2085 (2016) of 29 April 2016 did not empower MINURSO with such a mandate, it 
however stressed in its preamble the importance of improving the human rights situations in Western 
Sahara and the Tindouf camps and encouraged the Parties to continue in their respective efforts in this 
regard. 

In Fact, the continued gross human rights violations committed in occupied Western Sahara illustrate 
the total inadequacy of UN Security Council approach to the matter. It is against the above background 
that has led the AU, the POLISARIO Front, the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights 
(ACHPR) and a number of international human rights activists to call on the UN to empower MINURSO 
with a human rights monitoring mandate. As a UN peacekeeping mission, MINURSO, is extremely 
unusual in that it has no mandate to monitor human rights. Indeed, of all UN peacekeeping missions 
deployed to implement settlement plans, MINURSO it is strangely the only one which does not have 
such a human rights protection mandate. Whilst UN Special Procedures, which involve short and non-
frequent visits by UN rights experts to Western Sahara, are important, they are insufficient to address 
the matter. 

In the humanitarian sphere, notably, at the end of 2015, 65.3 million people in the world were 
refugees or had been displaced from their homes and in late 2015, about 16 million people in Africa 
were either displaced or forced to flee to other countries. This was more than had ever been 
experienced since World War II. Among them are the Sahrawi refugees who have been living in the 
south-western part of the Algerian desert for 41 years now. The crisis of the Sahrawi refugees is 
virtually unknown to the world. Despite that in the refugee camps near Tindouf, Algeria, public life and 
social activities are conducted peacefully and in a relatively calm atmosphere, the severe living 
conditions, already affected by a continuing decrease in humanitarian aid, deteriorated further in 
October 2015 as a result of prolonged heavy rains that are common in this period of the year, 
devastated the existing five camps, destroying many of the refugees’ mud-brick homes, infrastructure 
and food supplies. The worsening of the humanitarian situation in Western Sahara and refugee camps 
underlines the need for engagement, including by supporting humanitarian entities operating there 
and by augmenting the provision of humanitarian aid in the camps. 

In addition to the human rights and humanitarian concerns, the issue of the illegal exploitation of the 
natural resources of Western Sahara by non-Sahrawi, including fishing grounds has been a matter of 
great concern to the AU and the international community. The AU has repeatedly called on all 
concerned to halt the exploration and the exploitation of Western Sahara’s resources and desist from 
entering into any agreements that would violate the Sahrawi people’s permanent sovereignty over 
their natural resources. In this context, it is worth noting the importance of the verdict, issued on 21 
December 2016, by the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) regarding the agreements 
between the EU and Morocco, signed in 2012, on the mutual liberalization of the trade of agricultural 
and fishing products, which ruled that such agreements cannot apply to the territory of Western 
Sahara. In this context, there is need for full respect of this verdict which constitutes a major 
contribution to the efforts to stop illegal exploration and exploitation of Western Sahara natural 
resources. Western Sahara as non-self-governing territory ought to have its natural resources 
protected for the benefit of its own people, and the international community, in particular the UN 
Security Council, ought therefore to ensure this protection. 
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Similarly to the call made by the AU regarding to the illegal exploitation of the Saharawi natural 
resources, it should be noted that, despite the reiterated call by the AU, at its 26th Ordinary Session of 
the Assembly of the Union [Assembly/AU/Dec.598(XXVI)], held in January 2016, for the Crans Montana 
Forum (Swiss International Organization) to desist organizing the meeting in the occupied territory of 
Western Sahara, the Forum has planned to organize another meeting this month ( March 2017).The 
organization of this meeting it is a grave violation of the International Law and can further create an 
atmosphere of confrontation in the territory.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a matter of deep concern that four decades after the onset of the conflict of Western Sahara, all 
efforts aimed at finding a solution have so far failed to achieve the expected results. As a result, the 
people of the Territory have not been able to exercise their right of self-determination, in line with 
relevant UN resolutions, although Western Sahara has been on the list of non-self-governing territories 
since 1963. 

Against this backdrop, the need for renewed international efforts to overcome the current impasse 
and facilitate an early resolution of the conflict cannot be over emphasized. As rightly and repeatedly 
pointed out by the AU, the UN Security Council must fully assume its responsibility in this respect with 
the view to achieving a fair, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution, which will provide for 
the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, in the context of arrangements consistent 
with the UN principles and purposes. The UN Security Council and the UN General Assembly shall 
equally facilitate this process by establishing a timetable for the referendum on self-determination. 

Allow me to conclude by underscoring that any comprehensive lasting human rights framework and 
effective humanitarian action passes unavoidably through giving the people of Western Sahara the 
opportunity of choosing freely their destiny through the exercise of their legitimate right to self-
determination. If the abuses suffered by the Saharawi people are to be curbed, and pending the self-
determination of the Saharawi People, the UN Security Council must provide MINURSO in the coming 
April this year (2017), with the human rights mandate for independent, impartial, comprehensive and 
sustained human rights monitoring, protection and verification. Furthermore, other relevant UN 
agencies, such as the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
should be called to play a meaningful role in monitoring and providing technical assistance to the 
relevant human rights stakeholders across Western Sahara.  

Finally, I should like to seize this opportunity to commend the establishment of the Geneva Support 
Group for Western Sahara and wish every success in delivering support to the Saharawi people, 
including support to enable them to exercise their right to self-determination. 

I thank you for your kind attention. 
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The problem at the EU level is therefore now one of implementation. Already, ships have 

departed from Western Sahara with resources bound for EU ports. This is a blatant 

violation of ET and international law – non further Western Sahara products shall be 

traded under the agreements signed with Morocco. It is the responsibility of each Member 

State and all EU institutions to ensure the CJEU ruling is respected. Failure to do so would 

not  only be a violation of EU law but would also be a violation of UN resolutions and 

customary international law, including international humanitarian law (IHL) and 

international human rights law. 

By the end we can say that Justice is prevailing at the level of EU, the ruling is an 

achievement for the Sahrawi people, despite the attempts of some countries like France 

and Spain to prevent its implementation. 

The Court of Justice insisted on: 

 the right of the Saharawi people to self-determination and the fact that 

POLISARIO Front is the only representative of the Non Self-Governing Territory 

of Western Sahara; 

 the fact that the agreements between EU and the Kingdom of Morocco do not 

apply to Western Sahara, which is a separate, distinct territory with clear status 

of Non Self-Governing territory. 

Morocco re-joining the African Union 

As a Member State of the AU, the SADR welcomes Morocco back to the African Union. It is 

our hope that this will allow for a quicker solution to the occupation of Western Sahara. As 

a returning member, it is important that Morocco abide by the AU Constitution Act, which 

it has ratified, as well as by all AU decisions in this regard. Let’s see and remain vigilant. 

The Kingdom of Morocco can, through dilatory practices and manoeuvres, neutralise 

African Union and prevent the continental organisation from contributing efficiently to the 

peace process and decolonisation of Western Sahara. 

While we continue to seek a peaceful political solution to the conflict with Morocco, we 

cannot abide the continued occupation of Western Sahara, the last colony in Africa and 

ongoing illegal exploitation of our natural resources. 

We must all remain vigilant to ensure that the issue of Western Sahara is not ignored at 

the AU. 
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On human rights violations, including the Gdeim Izik Trials 

We call upon the international community to urge the Kingdom of Morocco to stop the 

ongoing human rights violations by Moroccan military, security and police forces against 

the Sahrawi people and territory including the arrest, detention and torture of peaceful 

protestors as well as illegal incursions and other violations of the ceasefire. 

Most urgently, attention should be paid to the plight of a number of Sahrawi civilians who 

are imprisoned since 2010 over a protest at Gdeim Izik in Western Sahara, and where 

tried in Moroccan Military courts. They are now being retried in civil courts, using 

evidences that were reportedly obtained under torture. We call for the immediate release 

of these prisoners of conscience, and for an investigation into the use of torture by 

Moroccan security services. 

Final remarks 

The Kingdom of Morocco’s engagement with the AU process will be a test whether or not 

it has mislead the international community in its ratification of the Constitutive Act. 

The UN, the EU and the AU must redouble their efforts in accordance with relevant 

regional and international law and policy to ensure respect for fundamental principles of 

customary international law related to the inalienable right of the Sahrawi people to self-

determination and to assure the Sahrawi people that there is a clear commitment to 

breaking the impasse in the political process. 

We are witnessing a stalemate because of the Occupying Power, Morocco, and its 

attempts to impose a fait accompli.  

We are very concerned about some dangerous developments: 

 the violation by the Kingdom of Morocco of the ceasefire agreement signed with 

MINURSO and POLISARIO by crossing the buffer zone near Guergarat; 

 the expulsion by the Kingdom of Morocco of the civil component of MINURSO; 

 the prevention of the Kingdom of Morocco from visiting the area by the Personal 

Envoy of the UNSG. 

Today more than ever, there is the need to act to prevent the deteriorated situation from 

becoming worst. We cannot be misled; we should not accept the Moroccan game. 
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The fundamental question is how to renew the peace process and progress surely towards 

a peaceful, lasting and fair solution of the Western Sahara conflict on the basis of the 

implementation of the inalienable right for self-determination. 

I thank you for your attention. 

********* 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

Commission Nationale Sahraoui pour les Droits de l’Homme 

 

Les violations des droits de l’Homme au Sahara occidental 

 

Excellences, Mesdames, Messieurs, collègues et amis, 

Tout d’abord, permettez-moi de dire quelques mots sur la Commission Nationale Sahraouie des Droits 
de l’Homme, appelée aussi CONASADH. 

Née de la volonté de la société civile sahraouie de renforcer la culture des droits humains et de 
protéger les droits humains dans le territoire occupé du Sahara occidental, la CONASADH a été créée 
en 2014 par l'État sahraoui, en tant que Commission nationale consultative pour les droits de 
l’Homme, conformément aux Principes de Paris relatifs aux institutions Nationales des Droits de 
l’Homme. La CONASADH est chargée de la surveillance, de la promotion et de la protection des droits 
de l’Homme dans la partie du Sahara Occidental occupé par le Royaume du Maroc, comme dans la 
partie administré par la République Arabe Sahraouie Démocratique et dans les camps des réfugiés 
autour de Tindouf, en Algérie. Elle compte 33 membres issus de diverses organisations et institutions 
de la société civile est dispose de la qualité de membre-observateur à la Commission Africaine des 
Droits de l’Homme et des Peuples. 

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Parler de violations des droits humains au Sahara Occidental par le Royaume du Maroc et des 
violations des diverses conventions et traités internationaux peut s’avérer très long et durer au delà du 
temps qui m’a été accordé, et pour cela, je limiterai mon intervention à dessiner certains paramètres 
indicatifs de mon approche, en souhaitant pouvoir évoquer, à la fois, une partie des atrocités liées à 
l'occupation Marocaine au Sahara Occidental, et ses effets sur la population des camps de réfugiés, 
commises par un État supposé être un voisin et un frère avec lequel nous lient la géographie, la 
religion et l’appartenance au même espace arabo-islamique. 
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La question qui s’impose dans ce contexte est la suivante : peut-on parler de droits de l'homme sous 
une occupation étrangère illégale et brutale ? Le colonialisme n’est-il pas une négation totale de tous 
les droits, et une violation des lois humaines et divines ? 

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Depuis le début de l'occupation du Sahara Occidental en 1975, les autorités marocaines se sont livrées 
à des violations systématiques des droits politiques et économiques, culturels et environnementaux du 
peuple du Sahara Occidental, que les spécialistes qualifient parfois de crimes contre l'humanité. 

Les forces militaires marocaines ont envahi le territoire du Sahara Occidental le 6 novembre 1975, ce 
qui représente une violation flagrante de la Charte des Nations Unies, et du droit du peuple sahraoui 
sur sa terre, alors que le territoire était sous domination coloniale espagnole, et que l’Assemblée 
générale des Nations Unies, depuis 1966, avait expressément demandé à la Puissance administrante 
de l’époque, l’Espagne, d’organiser un référendum sur l'autodétermination du peuple Sahraoui. 

La première cible du Royaume du Maroc lors de l'invasion de 1975 était le mode de vie bédouin des 
gens du Sahara Occidental.  

Dès l'invasion du Sahara occidental, sur ordre du Roi du Maroc feu Hassan II, l’armée marocaine a 
procédé également à l’empoisonnement et à la destruction des puits et des points d’eau afin de forcer 
les Sahraouis bédouins à s’installer dans les villes et pouvoir ainsi les contrôler. Plusieurs milliers de 
sahraouis ont été contraints par la force à s’installer dans les villes, alors que des milliers d’autres ont 
été massacrés pendant les attaques, ou ont été contraints de fuir leur pays en quête d'un refuge en 
Algérie, où ils vivent encore aujourd’hui avec leur descendance, dépendant de l'aide humanitaire, alors 
que leurs richesses sont pillées par le Royaume du Maroc. 

Les rescapés survivants sahraouis parlent d’extermination de leurs troupeaux de chameaux et de 
moutons de la part de l'armée marocaine. En 1976, la plupart des familles vivant de l’élevage de bétail 
a été contrainte de fuir les bombardements au napalm et au phosphore blanc des forces aériennes 
marocaines. 

D'autre part, l'armée marocaine a construit le plus grand mur militaire existant sur terre. Un mur de 
sable long de 2.700 km truffé de 10 millions de mines selon les estimations les plus modestes. 

Le mur marocain ne divise pas uniquement le peuple sahraoui en deux parties, mais contribue à 
l'obstruction des cours d'eau et des rivières, causant ainsi de gros problèmes pour le bétail et a 
participé à la suppression de la vie nomade. 

Afin de supprimer l'identité sahraouie et d’imposer la prétendue marocanité du Sahara Occidental, les 
autorités d'occupation œuvrent au changement de la composition démographique de la population du 
territoire, noyant la région avec plus de 400’000 colons marocains en violation des Conventions de 
Genève. 

Les autorités marocaines ont également ciblées la composante espagnole dans la culture du Sahara 
Occidental, en empêchant l'enseignement et l'utilisation de l'espagnol dans les écoles depuis 1977, 
causant la déperdition de centaines d'étudiants sahraouis en raison de problèmes d'adaptation aux 
nouveaux programmes scolaires. 
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Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Depuis lors, le Royaume du Maroc viole le droit du Peuple sahraoui à l'autodétermination et continue 
de violer les droits civils et politiques de ce peuple, tels que l’intégrité physique et la sécurité, le droit à 
la protection contre toutes sortes de discrimination, en plus des droits individuels tels que la liberté de 
conscience, d'expression, de manifestation, de religion, d'association, etc. 

L’occupation du Sahara occidental par le Royaume du Maroc et la période de conflit qui a suivi 
jusqu’en 1991, a débouché sur une série de crimes de guerre et de crimes contre l'humanité, tels que 
le phénomène des disparitions forcées et la pratique systématique de la torture commise par 
différentes autorités marocaines. 

Dans les premières années de la conquête, l'armée marocaine a commis de nombreuses atrocités 
contre les citoyens sahraouis telles que les exécutions sommaires, arbitraires et massives de milliers de 
familles bédouines, en particulier. Le Conseil consultatif marocain des droits de l'Homme a reconnu en 
2010, dans un rapport qui n’a pas reçu la publicité qu’il aurait mérité, la responsabilité de l'État 
marocain dans la mort de quelques 352 Sahraouis, décédés selon le rapport, "En raison des mauvaises 
conditions de détention" dans un certain nombre de prisons secrètes du Maroc. Aucune autre mesure 
concernant cette responsabilité n’avait été prise et les familles des victimes n’ont jamais été informées 
par l'Etat sur le sort de leurs enfants. 

Les violations ne se sont jamais arrêtées depuis 1975, lorsque des centaines de Sahraouis ont connu la 
disparition forcée pendant plus de 15 ans dans la plupart des cas, avant qu'ils ne soient libérés, la 
majorité sans préavis, en 1991. Ce phénomène ne s’est jamais interrompu car les derniers cas 
enregistrés remontent à 2005 et se rapportent à 15 jeunes militants qui ont disparu, et dont les 
familles exigeant toujours de l'État marocain de divulguer leur sort. 

S’ajoute aux disparitions forcées le phénomène de la torture, commis par les autorités marocaines 
systématiquement contre les manifestants arrêtés et détenus non seulement dans les prisons et les 
postes de police, mais également dans les rues et à l’extérieur des centres urbains. 

Depuis l'an 2005, un grand nombre de manifestants arrêtés, souvent des femmes, n’ont pas été 
amenés dans les locaux de la police, mais plutôt conduits à l’extérieur de la ville, battues, violés dans 
de nombreux cas, et dans la plupart des cas laissés inconscients à 40 ou 50 km. en dehors de la ville ; 
parfois ils ou elles sont même exécutés. 

Il convient de souligner que la législation marocaine punit sévèrement toute atteinte à l’intégrité 
territoriale du Royaume. Or, comme les autorités marocaines considèrent que le Territoire non 
autonome du Sahara occidental appartient au Royaume, toute manifestation pacifique réclamant 
l’exercice du droit à l’autodétermination ou l'indépendance est violemment réprimée par les autorités. 

D'autre part, les organisations sahraouies des droits de l'Homme, comme par exemple le Collectif 
Sahraoui des Défenseurs des Droits de l’Homme, présidé par la célèbre militante des droits de 
l'Homme Aminatou Haidar, sont considérés, comme illégales par l'État marocain. 

Au moment où je vous parle, le Royaume du Maroc incarcère plusieurs défenseurs des droits de 
l’Homme sahraouis dont, par exemple: Naama Asfari, Ahmed M’jayed Ahmed Sbai, Ibrahim Ismaili, 
Mohammed Tahlil, Banga Cheikh, Hafed Iaza, et bien d'autres. 
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Les prisonniers politiques sahraouis sont privés du droit à un procès équitable et du droit à la défense 
et les Sahraouis sont généralement privés de leur droit de participer aux activités de la société civile, 
du droit de former des associations, du droit de manifester et du droit de participer au référendum 
d'autodétermination, pour déterminer l'avenir politique de leur territoire. 

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Le pillage et l'exploitation illégale des ressources naturelles sahraouies constituent l’expression la plus 
flagrante de la violation des droits économiques et sociaux du Peuple Sahraoui. Les revenus des 
phosphates et de la pêche dépassent le milliard de dollars par an ne bénéficient qu’au Royaume du 
Maroc et aux entreprises qui participent au pillage. Ces revenus dépassent des dizaines de fois le 
montant de l’aide humanitaire reçue par les réfugiés sahraouis chaque année. Le pillage systématique 
des eaux poissonneuses du Sahara occidental, qui se fait sans le moindre respect du repos biologique 
des espèces, a mis tous les pécheurs sahraouis au chômage car les autorités de la Puissance occupante 
leur a retiré toute licence de pêche. Je veux ici également attirer votre attention du pillage des sables 
vendus aux îles Canaries. 

La Puissance occupante marocaine adopte une politique de traitement discriminatoire, voire raciste, à 
l’encontre des citoyens sahraouis en matière d'emploi, de salaires et de traitement administratif, 
caractérisé par la privation d’accès aux postes et fonctions importantes, en plus de l'appauvrissement 
de la majorité de la population, l'aggravation du chômage et la marginalisation de la jeunesse, la 
poussant ainsi à la migration forcée. 

En 2002, le Conseil de sécurité a demandé au Secrétaire Général Adjoint aux affaires juridiques, Hans 
Corell, d’examiner la légitimité de l'exploitation des richesses du Sahara Occidental. Ce juriste éminent 
a conclu que l’exploitation des richesses des territoires non autonomes est illégale aussi longtemps 
que la décolonisation de ces territoires n’est pas achevée. 

En 2015, l’Union Africaine a émis un avis juridique affirmant l'illégalité de l'exploitation des ressources 
naturelles du Sahara Occidental de la part du Royaume du Maroc, la considérant comme une violation 
flagrante du droit international et des dispositions des pactes internationaux. En décembre 2016, cet 
argument a été consolidé par la décision de la Cour de Justice de l’Union Européenne dont a parlé le 
Ministre Sidati. 

Les différents segments de la société sahraouie organisent des manifestations et des grèves de la faim 
pour exiger le respect de leurs droits économiques, mais la réponse systématique des autorités 
marocaines est la répression. Les organisations sahraouies des droits humains affirment que les 
autorités marocaines adoptent une politique systématique d'appauvrissement des citoyens sahraouis 
dans leur propre pays. En effet, les Sahraouis sont privés du droit au travail, du droit d'investir dans 
certains secteurs de l'économie et sont exposés à toutes sortes de harcèlement économiques, surtout 
ceux qui sont favorables à l'indépendance du Sahara Occidental. Dans la plupart des cas, ils sont 
expulsés du travail, leurs salaires sont gelés, ou ils sont privés de toute forme de promotion et 
d’évolution s'ils persistent dans la défense de l'autodétermination du Sahara Occidental. 

Les étudiants sahraouis sont soumis à un harcèlement qui affecte la jouissance du droit à l'éducation et 
ils sont obligés de s’expatrier au Royaume du Maroc ou en Europe pour poursuivre leurs études. 
Même les étudiants du secondaire n’échappent pas au harcèlement de la police. Depuis 2005, les 
autorités marocaines ont établi des points de contrôle de l'armée et de la police dans les écoles 
primaires et secondaires pour empêcher les étudiants d'organiser des manifestations pacifiques, mais 
cette présence quotidienne n’a causé que davantage de confrontation et de violations. 
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Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Depuis le démantèlement du camp de protestation de "Gdeim Izik" en 2011, les autorités marocaines 
ont commencé à cibler la tente sahraouie traditionnelle, ou toute utilisation de tentes par les 
Sahraouis : une nouvelle forme de harcèlement et de représailles contre les citoyens pour leur usage 
de la tente comme symbole de résistance. 

Par ailleurs, les écrivains sahraouis ne peuvent pas écrire sur la culture, l'histoire ou la politique au 
Sahara Occidental, et la plupart d'entre eux pratique l'autocensure, car ils sont obligés, s’ils 
s’aventurent à écrire sur ces sujet, d’inventer des liens entre les cultures sahraouie et marocaine, sous 
peine d'empêcher leurs livres d'être édités.  

Le Maroc est allé jusqu'à l'inclusion du dialecte hassani, la langue du peuple sahraoui, dans la 
Constitution marocaine comme un dialecte marocain, sans citer le remplacement des noms 
d’affiliation sahraouie (noms du fils, du père et du grand-père) par des noms de famille, et 
l’organisation de plusieurs festivals culturels pour promouvoir l'idée que le patrimoine culturel du 
Sahara Occidental est une partie du patrimoine marocain.  

En contrepartie, les associations ou les intellectuels sahraouis n’osent pas exprimer leurs points de vue 
sur les tentatives de détournement de leur culture par la puissance occupante, de peur de l'arrestation 
et de la répression. 

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Le droit à l'autodétermination est l'un des piliers du droit international et des relations amicales entre 
les nations. Il est une garantie pour la paix, la démocratie et le respect des droits de l'Homme dans le 
monde. Un grand nombre de tentatives sont effectuées par les grandes puissances, et les pays sous-
traitants pour elles, tels que le Maroc, pour convertir la violation de ce droit en quelque chose de banal 
et de normal dans le but est de semer le chaos et l'instabilité dans le monde afin de créer les 
conditions qui leur permettront d'exploiter les richesses des peuples vulnérables. 

En conclusion, la Commission Nationale Sahraoui pour les Droits de l’Homme appelle la communauté 
internationale à défendre le respect de tous les droits de l'Homme au Sahara Occidental à commencer 
par le droit à l’autodétermination. 

La Commission Nationale Sahraoui pour les Droits de l’Homme lance un appel aujourd’huii au nouveau 
Secrétaire général des Nations Unies afin que le Plan de paix accepté par le Front Polisario et le 
Royaume du Maroc en 1990 soit enfin mis en œuvre et que l Peuple Sahraoui puissent enfin exercer 
son droit à l’autodétermination conformément à la résolution 1514 de l’Assemblée générale de l’ONU. 

Je vous remercie pour votre attention. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

 

Mrs. Madalyn Kay WASILCZUK 

Teaching Fellow 

Thank you to my fellow panelists and to the Sahrawi activists who are here, and thank you 
everyone for your time. As Mr. Fattorini said, my name is Madalyn Wasilczuk, and I am an 
international human rights lawyer who teaches in the International Human Rights Clinic at Cornell 
Law School. I am very pleased to be here today to share the work that Cornell has been doing to 
amplify the voices of the Sahrawi people and the effects that work has had at the UN. This event is 
particularly special because there are so few forums in which to highlight the ongoing human rights 
crisis in Western Sahara. 

In the human rights clinic, we train law students to become effective advocates by 
supervising them as they work on real human rights cases. Western Sahara is a case we have chosen 
to work on because the plight of the Sahrawi people is so unknown in the United States and 
because their right to self-determination could not be clearer under international law. From a legal 
perspective, there is absolutely no question that the Sahrawi people have a right to determine their 
political future. Nevertheless, the UN and power countries like the U.S. have not intervened to 
make those rights a reality, even though the Sahrawi people have maintained their commitment to 
peaceful resistance. Failures like this one by the international community call into question the 
robustness of the international legal regime. 

Moreover, there are far too few people across the globe concerned with and engaged in the 
struggle of the Sahrawi people. To that end, we at Cornell have partnered with a coalition of 
Western Saharan and French organizations to gather accurate information on human rights 
violations. This is a challenging but important task. In order for UN oversight mechanisms to 
function, they must have accurate and objective information. Morocco’s strategy to retain its power 
over Western Sahara lies not in legal right, but in force and in misinformation. The Moroccan 
government denigrates and follows and abuses dedicated, self-sacrificing Sahrawis who peacefully 
protest, who film and report on human rights violations, and who litigate their access to their own 
natural resources. The Moroccan government refuses to allow international observers into Western 
Sahara. Put simply, the Moroccan government ignores that it illegally occupies Western Sahara and 
simply acts as if it has a right to be there. 

Despite this campaign of misinformation, no state formally recognizes the sovereignty of 
Morocco over Western Sahara. Time and time again, the UN has recognized the rights of the 
Sahrawi people. For over 40 years, the UN has been urging the Kingdom of Morocco to end its 
occupation of Western Sahara. 
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Historically, when the UN treaty bodies have discussed Western Sahara, they have focused 
exclusively on the Sahrawi people’s right to self-determination. Certainly, self-determination is a 
fundamental right. As many of you know, the right is enshrined in Article 1 of the UN Charter, 
Article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and Article 1 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights. This right comes first for a 
reason. Likewise, there is no doubt that Morocco continues to fall short of its obligations under 
each of these articles. Its so-called “Autonomy Initiative” calls for the “regionalization” of Western 
Sahara rather than a full referendum with the option of independence. Not only is such a 
referendum Morocco’s obligation under international law, it was also a condition of the ceasefire to 
which Morocco agreed in 1991. There is no question that the UN must continue to call upon 
Morocco to respect the Sahrawi right to self-determination. 

Other violations in Western Sahara are less obvious. Cornell’s collaboration with Western 
Saharan and French human rights organizations has aimed to gather data on topics that have not 
garnered much attention, including violations of cultural and economic rights, the right to freedom 
of movement, and rights to speech and association. We have aimed to raise the profile of these 
violations and lend our legal expertise to the on-the-ground expertise of our partners. We have 
utilized our legal training to draft joint submissions in consultation with our coalition. The first was 
submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 2015. The second was 
submitted to the Human Rights Committee in 2016. 

Both reports focused in part on developing a legal analysis of the wall that divides Western 
Sahara. Just a few years ago, little attention had been paid by UN bodies to the importance, both 
legal and symbolic, of the wall. At the same time, the international community was very focused on 
another wall – the one Israel had constructed in the West Bank. While we do not equate the two 
situations, we certainly have reason to apply existing international legal precedent to the Moroccan 
wall, given the striking similarities between the two situations.  

The wall in Western Sahara is the physical manifestation of the political and social 
subjugation of the Sahrawi people. Sometimes, it is called a “berm,” but that understates the impact 
the wall has on the non-self-governing territory of Western Sahara. Over 2,500 km long, it is the 
longest operational military barrier in the world. The wall is fortified with trenches, barbed wire, 
and approximately 7 million land mines. These landmines maim and kill people every year. Between 
1975 and 2008, Moroccan authorities reported no fewer than 2,171 accidents resulting from 
landmines and explosive remnants near the wall. Since 2009, Moroccan authorities have reported at 
least 87 more. In addition to being fortified by landmines, the wall is also patrolled by an estimated 
120,000 soldiers. 

In addition to putting Sahrawi lives in danger, the wall restricts Sahrawis’ movement in 
meaningful and detrimental ways. The wall has five crossing points – four are for the exclusive use 
of MINURSO staff and one is open to civilians, but none are open to Sahrawis. With almost all of 
Western Sahara’s valuable natural resources, including phosphate deposits, fisheries, and arable 
land, located west of the wall, the lack of crossings effectively ensures that Sahrawis living east of 
the wall will continue to be dependent on international humanitarian assistance for their survival. 
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The Moroccan wall is longer, older, and more militarized than the Israeli wall condemned by 
the international community. Even so, in its Advisory Opinion of July 9, 2004 on the Legal 
Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, the ICJ concluded that the 
wall violated Article 12. In addition, the ICJ laid out an analysis about how we should look at such a 
wall under Article 12. In doing so, it specified that fewer crossing points and more limited opening 
hours would increase the severity of the violation. Not only was Israel obligated to cease 
construction of the wall, it was also required to dismantle the existing barrier and make reparations 
for the damage caused by the wall. 

The Human Rights Committee has also condemned the continued construction and 
existence of the Israeli wall. In 2014, the Committee recommended that Israel “[r]eroute the Wall . . 
. and ensure that Palestinians have full access to their lands and livelihoods.” The Committee 
likewise expressed concern regarding (1) the limited allocation of permits for Palestinians to access 
their agricultural lands situated on the other side of the wall; (2) the restricted number and opening 
hours of access gates; (3) the continuing construction and expansion of settlements throughout the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory; and (4) the transfer of the State party’s settlers to that Territory,  
noting that these measures “undermine the enjoyment by Palestinians of a wide range of their 
Covenant rights, including the right to self-determination. 

There is no reason the wall in Western Sahara should be taken any less seriously. The 
Moroccan wall, like the Israeli one, restricts access to natural resources and employment, and the 
ICJ’s criteria suggest that the violations should be considered more severe based on the complete 
barring of Sahrawis from their land. Furthermore, Morocco has continued to move settlers into the 
territory in clear violation of international law, with the goal of diluting the Sahrawi population.  

We at Cornell discussed this argument in each of our reports, and following each report we 
traveled with a team of law students here, to Geneva, to lobby the relevant committees on the 
violations we described. Placing the human rights violations experienced by our Sahrawi partners 
into a legal framework met with tremendous results. In their concluding observations in 2015, the 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights became the first UN treaty body to comment 
on the existence of the Moroccan wall as a violation of the Sahrawi people’s rights. The Committee 
called upon Morocco to “take appropriate steps to enable the Sahrawis to access their land and 
natural resources and rejoin their families.” It further urged Morocco to “expedite its mine 
clearance programme” and asked Morocco “to provide, in its next periodic report, detailed 
information on the enjoyment, by the Sahrouis, of all the rights set out in the Covenant.”  

In total, the Committee made recommendations on 6 separate topics following the report. 
The Committee made a strong statement with respect to self-determination, underscoring that 
Morocco is “obligated to promote the realization of the right of self-determination” in Western 
Sahara and “respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations.” Moreover, the Committee recommended that Morocco “guarantee respect for the 
principle of the prior, free, and informed consent” of the Sahrawis, “and thus that they are able to 
exercise their right to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.” 
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The Committee also made recommendations directly related to violations of Sahrawis’ rights 
in the areas of discrimination, poverty, education, and cultural rights.  

The team was just as successful before the Human Rights Committee in late 2016. In 
December, the Committee issued 6 distinct recommendations. Notably, the Committee discussed 
concerns regarding self-determination as it relates to the required referendum, consultation with the 
Sahrawi people regarding disposition of natural resources, and the presence of the wall. First, the 
Committee concluded that Morocco should “continue and increase the efforts undertaken within 
the framework of negotiations concerning the status of the Western Sahara under the auspices of 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations so that the people of the Western Sahara may enjoy 
their right to self-determination.” Second, the Committee stated that Morocco should “enhance 
meaningful consultations with the people of Western Sahara with a view to securing their prior, 
free, and informed consent for the development of projects and resource extraction operations.” 
Finally, with respect to the wall, the Committee instructed Morocco to “take the necessary steps to 
permit the people of Western Sahara to move about freely and safely on both sides of the berm, 
continue implementation of the demining programme along the berm, and compensate victims.”  

The Committee also made recommendations in the areas of torture and ill-treatment, 
enforced disappearances, inadequate prison conditions, the right to privacy, freedom of association, 
and the rights of human rights defenders. Specifically, the Committee noted its concern that “the 
activities of human rights defenders are subject to disproportionate, unjustified restrictions and that 
human rights defenders’ freedom of movement is limited, particularly in Western Sahara.” The 
Committee stated that Morocco “should ensure that it does not exert any undue influence over 
human rights defenders and that they are free to work without fear of reprisals or unjustified 
restrictions on their activities.” 

The restrictions and reprisals that Sahrawi human rights defenders face are precisely the 
reason the Cornell International Human Rights Clinic believes the work of drafting and sharing 
these reports is so important. We are currently working with the same coalition of Sahrawi and 
French organizations to focus attention on these violations during Morocco’s Universal Periodic 
Review. Sahrawi voices deserve to be amplified, and we are proud to stand alongside them. Shining 
a light on these violations internationally and putting pressure on powerful states in the Security 
Council is the only way these violations will ever come to an end. Thank you very much for your 
time, and I hope you will raise your voice in support of the Sahrawi people as well. 

Thank you. 

********** 
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